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in time. There was a time when none of these religions existed. Every
one was born sometime and somewhere. And it spread. The spread
of each religion differs with the time when a survey is made. To-day
the doctrines of all the leading religions are known both in the
Orient and the Occident The number of people formally professing
each is different in either. Neither the Orient nor the Occident is
homogeneous in this respect. The Occident has for some centuries
been predominantly Christian.

The East, says Mr. Parmelee, is polytheistic, while the West,
which is predominated by Christianity and Islam, is "belligerently
monotheistic" (ibid., p. 48). But this contrast is "not absolute."
"For example, I have said that Western religion is monotheistic.
And yet, Christianity, for all its boasted monotheism, has an inex-
plicable doctrine of a divine trinity in which, by means of a mysteri-
ous mathematics, three are one and one god becomes three"
(ibid., p. 52). Whatever be the merits of the contrast, the relevant
point is that polytheism and monotheism are not characteristic of the
East and the West, as they are of certain religions. For instance,
Islam and Christianity are monotheistic, whether in the Orient or
the Occident; they are not monotheistic in the Occident and poly-
theistic in the Orient. Hinduism is monistic, monotheistic, pan-
theistic, polytheistic and atheistic, while Buddhism is atheistic,
notwithstanding that they are both Oriental.

"Religion,** says Mr. Parmelee, "is much more institutionalized
in the West than in the East" (ibid., p. 50). And he arranges the
different religions in their order of institutionalization. At one end
is Roman Catholicism, and at the other Confucianism. But here
again, institutionalization is correlated with particular religions and
not with the East or the West. Catholicism is highly institution-
alized whether in the East or in the West.

"All these facts suggest," says Mr. Parmelee, "that the East is
more religious than the West" (ibid., p. 53). The "facts" are:
"Mysticism is prevalent in the East. Astrology, geomancy, necro-
mancy, and other fonns of magical belief and practice, which are
closely allied and mingled with religion, are widespread in the East,
whereas science has checked them to a large extent in the West.